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One of the main elements
aging residents desire is 2
main-level master bedmom

“It’s becoming more common,”

savs Kyle Webb, principal ot KH
Webb Architects in Vail, *They
want to hive on one level.”

As we age, our knees begin
to ache “just a litde more™
after a dav on the mountain,
We warch, as surgeons replace
friends” knees or hips. We begin
o know so many people who've
blown out therr ACLS and other
tendons, that we must face
reality: Though we're commutted
[0 FeMAININg active, we Imay
Just want to save ounelyves
from ascending and descending
unnecessary staircases muluple
times a day, it we can — thus, the
popalarity of main-level living

| think
people are
frying to plan
for flexibility
sO it's not as
hard to adapt
later.” Kyle
WebDb, principal
at KH Webb

In keeping with that line of
thought. aging residents are
opting for zero-entry (or no-sep)
showers, often with a fold-down
bench for easier bathing

Webb has worked with o number
of clicnts who have planped for a
worst-case scenano of ending up in
a wheelchair — even if thev don
have g medical reason 1o believe

they will need a wheelchair, He Architects
has designed evervthing from
main-level, open foar plans with —

handicap-aceessible master suires,
bathmoms with showers thae fit
whieehduiirs and grab bars pear
tatlets, 1o home elevaros. In

some cases, he simply designs a

new constructhion or remodel 1o
accommodate an elevaror, bue
doesn't actually inscall one, in oeder
to save money if homeowners
wltimarely don't need it without the

elevator, the space becrmes i two
story, stacked closet for storge.,

“1 think people are trving o
plan for flexibility so its nor as
hard to adapt later” Webb savs,
iving an example of framang
shower walls so homeowners
can mstall graby bors kiter

Alchough aging residents want
ti live on one level, it doesn't
mean they won't purchase
twa-story hormes. Webb sees
homeowners use upper levels
il gUests, rec roams and more,
Often. portions of homes that
residents dont use when guests
aren't present can be closed
of f and minimally heated,

“They live in the house the
size they want,” Webb says, “and
il they have guesss they can be
in arcas of the house (residents)
never need {themselves)”
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FREEDOM

Muny of the valley's baby
boomsers have already owned
o larze luxury home, and
now, with an "¢mpey nest.”
they're looking to downsize,
savs Jeanne Landreth, sales
and marketing director

and owner’s representative
at The Villas ar Cotton
Ranch in Gvpsum.

They often want a basement,
so they can store items they're
not guite ready o purge, bur
they yeam for low-maintenance,
“lock-and-keave communiries
where they can leave and
not have o worry about vard
care.” Landreth says.

Communities like The
Villas at Cotton Ranch wke
care of landscaping, plowing
und ocher vard work,
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“The HOA maintenance
program is taflor-made for the
pemson on the go she says.

Manvy older folks who have
lived in the Vail and Beaver
Creek arcay are beginning to
relocate down valley, parteally fir
its milder climate. For example,
70 percent of the residents
at The Villss are over 50,

(f course, the desire to
downsize doesn T mean aging
residents want o skimp on interior
finishes and design. Landreth
says her clients love high-end,
modem design, such as The Villss'
mountain contemporary [alian
cabiness and barn door pantries.

Retired homeowners also
APPrECIATe COMmuUNItY amenitics,
whether it an outdoor poal
and fitness center. a ncarby
aolf course, a close libeary o

They often
want a
pasement,

sO they can
store itfems
they're not
quite ready fo
purge, but they
yearn for low-
maintenance,
lock-and-leave
communities
where they
can leave and
not have to
worry about
yard care.

=

walk to, or a pickle ball court.
At the Villas, o deck thar
overbooks the golf course “is
A place neighbors and visitors
garher o enpov ane anocher’s
company ina ... comfortable
armosphere.” Landreth savs,

Enermgyvefficient homes are
another draw; baby boomers are
well aware of environmental
issues and how they can reduce
thets impact by purcluasing
appliances, windows and
doors that meer ENERGY
STAR requrements.

Moving froem 2 larger home
to one that offers main-lesvel
living and low-maintenance can
simpdity Tife, and. as o result,
free up time and energy to
purssie recreatonal opportunities
the mouneains peovide, as
well as worry-tree rravel

Mhe kit herss aaf The Wlas of Colton
Rasch offar ampls Sange space and
coviampovary decor
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